
“To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and 

might, forever and ever” (Rev 5:13). And they responded “Amen.” John’s account in the book of 

Revelation speaks to the invisible reality that surrounds our worship when we gather for Mass. 

The angels and saints gather in heaven and celebrate with us. We are not alone. We are united 

with Jesus and the Apostles for the Lord’s Supper. 

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 

those called to the supper of the Lamb.” And together we respond: “Lord, I am not worthy that 

you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” We are 

sinful people who are not worthy by our own merits. But we are also redeemed by the Blood of 

Jesus on the cross. No one is beyond redemption.  

The Divine Arms of Mercy are wide and welcoming. Jesus speaks to us as he spoke to 

Peter. On Good Friday we recall how Peter denied Jesus three times. Jesus responds with love 

and mercy. “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I 

love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep” (Jn 21:16). Jesus asks each one of us to respond in 

love. “No matter how serious or how many the sins we have committed … the love and mercy of 

Jesus is infinitely greater. He seeks us out and invites us to return to him. This scene should give 

us confidence that when we seek reconciliation with Jesus, he forgives us completely and 

forever.” And in turn, Jesus wants us to feed his sheep.i  

The Divine Arms of Mercy are wide and welcoming. Jesus always gives us another 

chance. We see this in his appearance to the apostles. Jesus said to them after they had failed all 

night at catching any fish…. “Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will find 

something” (Jn 21:6). Without Jesus they had caught nothing. Now, Jesus helps them to catch 

more fish than the boat can easily handle. There is a lesson here. The disciples are to be fishers 

of men bearing witness and sharing the Good News. “Without Jesus’ [help], they will fail in their 

mission. But if they are obedient to him and cooperate with the Spirit working in them, they will 

bring others to faith in Jesus.”ii So to for us. 

The Divine Arms of Mercy are wide and welcoming. Jesus invites us to breakfast. Before 

they even bring him their catch, he is already preparing fish for them, cooking it over charcoal. 

“Come, have breakfast” (Jn 21:12). Jesus wants to feed us as well. Jesus offers us his Body and 

Blood as we recognize Jesus in the Breaking of the Bread with our great, AMEN.  

The Divine Arms of Mercy are wide and welcoming. Jesus helps us and strengthens us to 

carry out his mission. Last week, in the upper room, the Apostles received the Holy Spirit when 

Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 

them, and whose sins you retain are retained” (Jn 20:22-23).  

Peter is stronger now. Although it took all of the disciple’s strength to hall the fish out of 

the sea, Peter has extraordinary strength. He alone drags the net ashore. With God all things are 

possible. He will give us the strength to move mountains … to help build the kingdom of God. 

We are born into the family of Jesus at Baptism. We are confirmed in the faith through the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation. And Jesus strengthens us to be better and stronger and holier 

people through Holy Communion. 

The Divine Arms of Mercy are wide and welcoming. Nourished by the Bread of Life, 

forgiven our sins, and strengthened by Jesus to build the kingdom, we are called to take care of 

others, or in the words of Jesus and Peter: 

• Do you love me? Yes Lord, you know that I love you. Then feed my lambs. Forgive 

others as Jesus has forgiven you.  



• Do you love me? Yes Lord, you know that I love you. Then tend my sheep. Share the 

Good News. Preach the Gospel at all times and if necessary, use words. Cast your 

nets into the sea and be fishers of men. 

• Do you love me? Yes Lord, you know that I love you. Then feed my sheep. Lay down 

your life for the good of others. Be willing to sacrifice and suffer that others may 

come to know and share in the love and mercy of Jesus. 

 

 
i Martin, Francis; Wright, William M. IV. The Gospel of John (Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture) p. 354. 
ii Ibid, p. 350.  

 


